Course Overview:  American Literature

Instructor:

Michael Metzler

Home Phone:
(507) 583-2484  (for emergencies only!)

e-mail address:
mmetzler@owatonna.k12.mn.us

Web site:
http://www.owatonna.k12.mn.us (Classroom Connections/Language Arts/Metzler)
Course Description:

This course is designed to survey American literature from the early colonial period to the present.  The curriculum examines the effect of time period and cultural context on literary works and attempts to identify how the over-arching theme of the American Dream finds its way into “our stories.” The course is divided into three significant thematic units:  

( Contrasting Visions 


– Puritan era through Post-Modernism
( Growing Up American Style 

– Huck Finn & supplemental works

( Diversity, Dissent and Discord 
– A whole lotta other voices beyond








those of dead, white males 

Major Texts (covered in full or through excerpts):
Adventures in American Literature, © 1985 by Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc.

The Crucible by Arthur Miller

Walden and Civil Disobedience by Henry David Thoreau

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave

Fences by August Wilson

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros

Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller

The Autobiography of Malcom X

To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee

The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway

The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey

Jim the Boy by Tony Earley

Plus additional supplemental works of fiction, non-fiction and poetry

Assignments:
√  Reading like your life depends on it (which it does)

√  Full-blown essays (including literary analysis)

√  Group & individual projects/exhibitions


√  Journals and daily assignments

(   Exams & Quizzes  

Assessment:
Grades are calculated as a percentage of total points for the term, with larger assignments garnering more points (e.g. exams, essays & large projects typically = 100pts; lighter written work such as daily homework & quizzes typically = 10-50 pts.). So, if there are 1,000 points available and you receive 900, then you have 90%.  If you have 500, then you have 50%.  The percentages translate into the following letter grades:

100-95%=
A

83-80
=
B-

69-67%
=
D+


94-90
=
A-

79-77
=
C+

66-64

=
D


89-87
=
B+

76-74
=
C

63-60

=
D-



86-84
=
B

73-70
=
C-

59-(

=
F



You will also receive a Contribution Grade every 3 weeks totalling 50 points.  This will assess your active participation in class discussions.  For this assessment you can receive either an A, C, or F (A=Leader=50, C=Also Ran=35, F=Spectator=20).  If you have doubts about your ability to share in class discussions, you can see me about supplementing your contribution with written work that I will copy and post for the rest of the learning community to share. 

NOTE:  YOU MUST SUBMIT ALL WRITTEN WORK TO PASS!!  That means that if you have 99%, but do not submit a written assignment, you fail.  It’s pretty straightforward. If an assignment is turned in late, you will receive a zero, and your course grade will be reduced 1 letter. Four late submissions will result in a failing grade for the course, and you will be withdrawn. 

** You will also be assessed for the Literary Analysis Graduation Standard.  If you do not pass the course, you cannot pass the standard, and if you do not pass the standard, you cannot pass the course.


Plagiarism Policy:

Plagiarism is stealing someone elses ideas or work and presenting them as your own.  It is a serious offense which is unethical, violates the rules of student conduct, and may be a violation of copyright law.  Whenever you borrow information for a paper, you must give proper reference and cite your sources.  This gives proper credit to the creator of the work, it allows the reader to locate the original information, and it lends credibility to your work.

If you plagiarize, you will receive a zero on the assignment and you will receive a failing grade for that term.

Expectations:


Responsibility, Respect, Rip-Roarin’ Fun

(Student signature)




(Parent/Guardian signature)
